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No operational flying was laid on for toc'Lmr and so the Squadron taking advantage of this bresk,
suthoriged training £1;-ing in the form of formation practice, P/0. Wallace, ¥/0. Horwill and I'/Sgt.
Mullens took off for one hour at 1015, and they wepre followed at 1130 by 1:r/0 Pryce, F/3gt. Berg
and ¥/Sgt. Molurchy. Air tests constituted the only other form of flying by 39 Squadron todaye
Congratulations are due to ¥/D. H.V. Webb upon his apnointment as Squadron Navigation Officer.
Formation Flying practice was continued this morning. Pilots telding part were 7/0. Settle, F/0. Haz
7/3gts Eyrke-Smith (take off 0730) end 70, derby; #/0a Wren and 7/0. Horwill (take off 0900),
#/1., Browne returnsd from NAPLES where he had been enjoying a spot of sick leawve,

Four crews were on a shipoing standby throughout the morning. At 1230 they set course led by F/L,
Pitmen, to:attack 100 railway trucks in a siding at SUNTA, .2, Hits out of a possible 32 were score
with 60 1b, R,Ps, cammon wag also useds Smoke up to 200" was seen when owr aircraf't left the target.
Intense ancmt& 20 m.m, Tlak waz aimed at the aireraft by a large number of mingle guns; resulting
in the top 1 of the fin and rudder of one aircraft ("7 - 7/Syt, Cooper) being blowm swsy and dam-
age to the cannon bay and hydraulic tank of another (M - @/, Pitman). F/L. Pitman's navigator,
F_/Sgt. Mitchell, sealed the.-hole in their hydraulic tank with rubber and paper, A1l of our aircraf
returned gafely, .

L Beaufighters carried out a shii;yinsr_ rover patrol from POLA to SALVORE POINT during the mormings
Weather conditions were not favpurable and no shipping was sighteds No flying was posgible in the
afternoon owine to an exceptionally atrong wind which developed during the morning, z

Flying wes out of the question altogether today,’ the atrength of the wind which dewveloped yesterday
making landings and take offs extremsly dangsrous. .Crews spent & large part of their time rescuying
tents which were threatening to become airborne ot a moments notice. However the wind abated in the
evening allowing a cricket match (0fficers v F,0.0's) to be played with,a fair amount of comicit,
Officers 79. N.C.0's Shs &

L Beaufightera set out at 0B30 thisz morming to attack pontoon, bridee in positions L513N. 1633E
and 452:N, 1632E, Their leader (¥/0. Derby) was forced to return before the Jugoslav coast was
reached, nw':a.nV to engine trouble, The other 3 aircraft (P/0. Wallace now 1aa.d:mg'! carried ony but
Lo ! 3 any. target. Weather conditiona in the taz-get area were bad, a very thick haze in |
ﬂ'u! eva ma]-:mg vigibility in some iﬁacea almogt nils Aiveraft "6Y pow belng unfit for N JE
flying was today retwmed to the 1,U, at BRIIDIST, ; ;

At 0755 this morming & Beaufighterz led by 2/0. Lyon set courme to attack & pontoon bridge near
DOBRLJIN {Jugoslavia). The pontoop bridge was not ssen but a bridge near the same position was Gs5s
attacked, 14 Hits with 60 1b. R,Ps were scored and the bridge is claimed to hawve been destroyeds
Later in the morning 2 Beaufighters piloted by the C,0. and jn‘,fb. Dayne set course to carry out a
‘train intruder patrol S.%. of SISAK. 2 Loc's were deastroyed and 70 trucks and box cars were damapge
by cemmon fire. The C,0's navigator (W/0, Gravelius) was injured in the right shoulder when his
aircraft was hit in four places by mmall avma Tire, During the mormine 7/0, Horwill carried out
R.P, practice attacks on the BIFERND range.
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At 0700 hours this morning P40, Wallace and 7/0. ‘Horwill set course o -attack a pontoon 'bridge in
almost the ssme position as vesterdays bridge bursting target. Theae two aircraft attacked a gp:dex
railway bridge in pozition L513N, 16297 and seored 40 hits with 60 1b R.Pas On their way out from
the target 1 loco and 60 trucks were attacked, the loco was destroyed and at least 12 trucks were
damaged, In the early afternoon /L. -Pifmen led L .Beaufighters on an intruder patrol in the SALONTHA
area, One loco was &eqtmyrd and many. ks weré demagdfl or destroyed. At ome point on their patrql
the airoralt dame upon a train consi of 2 armoured loe's with flak trucks in the centre and- a#
each end, as this was obvioudly an enemy decoy no attack was made (the loc's were making oloyds of
steam to a‘t‘&ra.ct a..-tantlon\ On leaving this train the Beaufighters found themselves in- the oircuit
of GORGOPT aerodrome — the enemy flying conmtrol fired a "Red", Tn the evening L Beaufighters set
out to attack landing barges in position L3131l 1639%. Their lesdsr (¥/0. Derby) took off 10-minuts
late owing to engine trouble and arrived at the tarpet 2 minutes later than the other 3 airewest,
A1l aireraft claim 2,2, hits in the target area, ,T/0. Derby got no flak, but the other aireraft
were fived at by a terrific concentration of light' guns and "/8zt. Fyrke-Smith was hit in both-
en{f:.nss and whevl laat heard was trying to male VIS, VIS control heard nothing of him and he is now
missing and it is presumed that he attempted a ditching somewhere. Dusk was already epprosching
and the other aireraft made excellent night landinga. S

8e9elilie | wo crews (P/0, Iyon and T/0. Wren) set out at dawh to fly on A,S.R. search for T/3ts Eyrle=Snith
VoA e | and his navigator. An area enclozed by positions 122017 15108 = L3301 15100 - L3301 16008 and 4220N |

1600% was thoroughly combed without incident. Spitfires fron VIS carried out a search between: the
iglands, also without reault, In the late afternoon 6 of our aircraft together with two Beaufighter
from 46 S.A,A.F. Sousdron and L Mustangs of 2137 Squadron set course to attack the Ttalian mammoth
liner "REX" in CAPODISTRTA harbour. Thip beautiful target had just been moved fram TRIESTE and np
effort was to be spared to "get it" while it was more or less in ‘the open. T/L,” Pitmhn and T/Sgte |
Ifitehell his navigator, who led the strike did an execellent job when they led the formation up
velleys and through rain storme on the ISTRIAN PANINSULAR, and finally shot over a hill right abovq‘
the target, a wonderful approachs All Beaufichters claim RB,P, hits each and the target when we left,
vas listing to port snd burning heavily Fram stern to sterns. There were consequently great celebrat-
ions in the Messes tonights
We welcome to our ranks today, P/0. Whitehsad, 2 pilot, posted to us as his old 3quadron (108)
has disbanded, 2 x =
No further news of F/3gt. Kyrke—":‘m:.'th.

Two Beauftighters set course at 06 jO to intrude upon the road between AGRINION and ARTA. Two r.os.d
bridges were attacked with R,P,s and one is claimed to be damaged, On this patrol 1. armoured car
and 3 M,T, vehicles were destroyed while 5 armoured cars and 9 ¥,T, vehicles ware damageds }
Accurate small ayms fire wes encountered in many places and both aireraft were hit. They landed at
BRINDIST to refuel before returning to BASH, Two more Beaufighters which had been standing by at
BRIMDIST set course at 1150 to repeat the above vatrol and on this trip one road bridge was damaged
and one M,T, truck destroyed. Several wrecked trucks were seen on the road as a result of the attag
of the other two Beaufighters. PARANITHIA aerodroms was seen to be campletely deserteds

The Souadron said goodbye to §/Idr. Charlea and /1, Browme, They are now tour expired and are
ordered to report o Headguarters, Balkan Air Force at BART, We were very sorry to see them go but |
wish them all the best for the future. i

A message from VIS8 tonight brought us the good news that ¥/Sgt. Kyrke-Smith was picked up by
Partison shipping and landed at VIS - nothing was said however sbout his navigator, F/Sct. campball[.




The National Archives' reference AIR 27/408/17

-—

OPERATIONS RECORD BOOK

170138 fiH QP02

Page No. 7s ..

R.A.F. Form 540
Ser instructions for nse of this term iz K.R. and A SCl. No. of pages used for d.ay.. o, i

o, 2340, and War Manwal, P08, Chapfer XX amd
sotes in R.AF. Pocket Book. of ‘Unit or formation) 10e. 39 Squadrony -RedeTe-Cullvem

| | "
i Date I Time g Summary of Events 4 : A .
| - : ppendices

Taking off at 0900 6 Beaufighters led by ¥/L, Pitmen set ‘course to fly a shipping rover patrol
along the ISTRIAW coadt, One hospital ship was the only vesael sighted and this, obviously could

Congratulations to the following on their promotions. ¥/L. Marshall to Acting Squadron Leader and
F/L. Peyne to Acting Squadron Ieader to fill Flight Commanders' postss 7/0. Settle to Acting
Flight Ideutenant to fill ‘Depu-i.y Tlight Comenders! post, and 7/0, Webb to Acting Flight Lieutenant
hﬂﬂWMnﬂm‘pﬂo = =SSl vy
!/h.hnﬂ.whﬂ;ﬁnmﬂuhmmrw. Fyrke-Smith, We learn that he made &.
sucoessful ditching South of BRAD Islar

: -(6011-.5’";-&-}
and consequsnt clouds of grey and black

5 airoraft ‘.I.ad.by !)r.. Pitman, attecked gun pits in position 4iiiTe 15108,
mewtmtmmnmmw

’ amall inlet in position 3830M. 20LOE, where it was attacked by owr airoraft
flak Beaufightsrs of 19 8.A.A.P. Squadron. The S.A.A.F. airoraft silemoed most of the
w-wmmztm-mwmwm
) _ "P" was hit by flak in the starboard main
y it o to crash land at GROTTACLIE. F/0. Iyom:
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come from 19 S.A.A.F. Squadron-
¥/0. Standen &nd F/Sgt. Chippendale,

undertaken: todays Weather conditions were not good, although local flying
ble and air teats were flown, :

, 1ed by F/L, Pitman, attacked barrecks and oil storage tanks at KNIN at 1130 this mbruing, G.16e
resulted from the attacks on buildings, but no storage tanks could be seen ani the rockets |
this target were fired imto the target area with no cbvious resultse =

_the F/0. Derby ferried 4 pilots to BRINDISI and was unfortunate in dimaging L

wing tip while texying. This was red at BRINDIST however and he flew the airoraft back in |

‘evening in formation with F/0, Barris who had been sent to bring him back. These two pilots
aollected some operationsl photographs for 254 Wing from BART on their return jowrnmey.

8 Beaufighters, led by F/0. Derty, attacked barracks at VALJEVO this afternoon, L Besufighters of
ﬁmsmu,mmwmmw&-mmnmmmmwuu .
muwmmmdawmamq-mmammm-m
gigns of enamy sctivity, The terget itsslf was dsmaged and burning at the Western erd when the -
left, but marimm results were not possible ds the anti~fIak element led the formation to
the target rather slowly, and the speed of 245 knots necessary for acourate firing of E.Ps could
not be attained, i :
Iight machine gun fire was observed in the target area but no demage wes sustained by our alroraft,
One of 19 S.A.A.Fs aircraft flew into the ground in the target ares, the cause of this orash was
F/L. Settle gave R,P, Tiring demonstration to W/0., Standen and F/Sgt. Symons in the afternoon,.
/0. Standen and F/0. Clifford afterwards carried out R,P, exercises on the BIFERNO RIVER range.

Fh.WMamedSﬁmftmmatmwmmmmmmm&
NOVI GRADISEA this I

morning, The appended excsllent photograph shows that R.Ps found their merks
unthsrnﬂwhanksmﬁiitiaclnimﬂthatmnniﬂunblsmremhd.unnlooo'lthGBn:
md@MMﬂgt&Mw,aﬂM@omﬂmpﬂhJMm&hmﬂmﬂ

were seen on all 6 box carme 3 5 = .

mmMprththatﬁntmntblhummthnmr'mx“onthnﬁthofthismﬁ |

themsslves confronted by a movitone camera today. mntswmtaknnofam-shnins!

C.0. (W/Cdrs A.R. Trniss) and also of the trip to the airoraft in a ghari, and the unloading |

—part in the now famous-attaclk,-




The National Archives' reference AIR 27/408/17

—

T s GHQPI0-42, = ¥ e = : —

R.AF. Form 540 OPERATIONS RECORD BOOK = Page No.. 5u.

P

See instrmrtions for nse of this torm is KR, oad A.CA.,
pora. 2349, and War Manual, Pt. I, Chapter XX and

sotes in R.AF. Pocket Book. of 'Unit or formation) . Noe. 59 Squadron,. .R-imE.....Q.Ht.E;

No. of pages used for day..... -

References

Place | Date I' Summary of Events to
; b ' Appendices

1115..9.1.14.. The adr mmhﬂmhm‘%dqtmmmmdbmmnfmd on two pilots
| left us (tour expired) during July :- F/0. Oox. D,F.C. - Bar to D.,F.C, W/0. Patersons - D.F
following message was recelved from the I,0, of 283 Wing this morning:~ Hessage from Partisans

sans wiah to extend their congratulations on the attack on the barrack blocks on 172 Felidiey

: ivgmtthalnsiofmﬁdmhﬂtrm“am&ﬂmismh@omm”m
F/0. Clifford and W/0. Standen continued their R.P. prectice attacks today. - ,

- . 5

Standen oarried out local flying grectice this morning. The Squadron was stood down fram

_ the whole of the days _ . : -
F/'I:-.ﬂottltlodaltrihsfmeofﬂ:qjmftngﬂmtmﬂﬂgmat_m.ﬂdsmhct

: and the miﬁmaiﬂm'ﬂajm&'umﬂnm;ﬁmm;mﬂtm
any sort was encountereds ;
airoraft set out to.tale photographs of damage to M,T, caused by an
in the area sround AMYNTATON, About 50 burming vehicles were
Maﬁﬁﬁpbuﬁomhﬂdnﬁ_mﬂmﬂﬁlmmmmiwtaﬁzm trucks before leaving

F/L. antth-ntonmaﬂthammﬁonorimyﬂghtm.mﬂmafbmmhumuutthﬂrupeﬂ
thplmﬂwambutmﬂimtbemmm-ﬂcMMﬂnh Batter luck wes
with.the formation today and owr aircraft destroyed a railway junction and 12 box cars - &

Our siroraft "X" (W/0. Standen) was hit in the port englne by a 20 mem. shell, but returned safely

to base, .
?/e.lmﬂnhmmthammﬂthmowmof'obtmmtﬂummw
memmmmm%muﬂn;mﬁnmmmm :
mmmmﬁm&ﬂ‘mw'thMﬂhMm
:iﬂnﬂmtapuinﬂ&ﬂﬂdnemghoﬂgpgioftﬂmuthspmlmdm&-ﬂ aireraft were on their way.

- mge W/C. Inniss. - P/0. Crossy(I,0.) -~ "B" 8/L. Paynes- ¥/s, Potts
. ®I". = F/L, Pltman, F/8, & o .- "p* = F/0, Derbys . F/o. ¥annerss
npn F/0. Elliott. /3, Whitehouse, nght ¥/0. Cliffords F/0. Williama.
fiepn F/0. Barriss Mettam, g /0. B/0. Wallace, F/0. Andrews,
| nan F/S. Berge ngn, - W/0, 0'Neil. F/8. Ionge
' non, /S, Smithe F/S. Jonea.
'rhlllMmmﬂh?.n.?.ﬂnﬂwhﬂwhmho&ﬂmauﬁmﬂmmdmw
| forthis sudden panic is lnowne
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I Beaufighters (led by P/0. Lyon) carried out a shipping rover patrol smong the islands South of |
mmaarum--mnglﬁiugnmmaa.1ﬁ:taat¢uqmuathammr1om1mingmdmahlnfw
| 8 peaufighters, led by S/Ldr. Payns, attacked coastal guns at GAFE AT, ATEATRRTNI, CORFU, at mi
jtodq'r.mvuylargesxploﬂionmudhutmmmtaenmtaofﬂmgumﬂamthm“
tﬂptmnbmdbymhﬂﬂnh_mﬂtoahni@tdimOft.

. The  Squadron todsy welocmes two new memberss 7/Lt. Gibbins, an Engineering Officer, posted.from
'1LBWMFM-H®M,&WW,N$E&M2?ZBM _

| No operationsl flying was undertaken todaye ; ' ' _
F/Lt. M“mmttlﬂmsmhhtmmammmwmm;mwm
&mmfwmuttmﬁm'mnmmytommgn,butatﬂmmﬁm_mmu

n £lown to GROTTAGLIE in the morning by F/Sgte
Jurttall also left the Squadron today
og:mtiomltom >
SOREENTO leave oamDe ~

jFfb.muotthdkmmmm'mmdﬂﬂpﬂm;mmstmimanuthofm :
thie morning - no was seen and the patrol was carried out without incidente I
Iater in the day Paymmtmmvlthuatrihefm&ofhmaﬁi@tmwattuﬂkanﬂm=
mﬂmstm&-baimathnrwithaloﬁri@tﬂmtothadsakf‘omad%dr. Ebatltu-ﬂ:anﬂnn
the operation, . .

|_R.P, practios attecks were carried out by F/Sgte Symonse

Marshall returned today from 10 days leave in ROME and SORRENTO,
ot | |

Rﬁnan&gmﬂbednathbrmﬁitiomstqppedﬂ;iugumletﬂyfwtow. ; . |

meisnlmdtnthnaquaﬂmnhﬂar-Pfo.Silmxmﬂwfo.atvﬂle,mmhmfrma_
a Communication squadrons . :

R.P. prectice attacks were carried out by ¥/0. Clifford and F/Sgte Symons this morninge

A cloud burst, which ocourred at dusk, caused grest havoc in the camp, Hail, rain and & terrific
wind wrecked about 12 tents, i:nclu@.ng 8.8.Q., Stores, the telephone exchange, the Orderly Boom .
and many others. Personnel who found themsel Iuwithmplwetaulupmmmﬂa:bs&atﬂng--
8.Q. for the nights T i :

{ - T e CTNC . s .
Mnmnﬂmmdtudav,buﬁmthemmtamlumlmumuseenoloaningq:thanucmmed_
by last nights storme
officers without tents are tonight sleeping in the ghowers, the ¥eas, the Cperations Rocm, the

ambulance and the boiler houses
I
Bl

Flying todsy wes completely out of the questions
Wing Commander,

Cormanding,
TiDe EE EEEW. R.A.F,
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OPERATIONAL, COMMENT,

Bad weather towards the end of the month has been & definate setbasck, However 122 sorties were:
flown by 39 Squadron during September and the wide variety of targets attacked is obvious from the
the mumber of sortiea flown against each type of operation,

|finds the Squadron once again completely equipped with aircraft and crews.

233 p 323232

Borties sbandoned owing to bad weather conditions,

conoantrated upon strikes sgainst enemy rail commmications during the month, but attacks
upon barrack blocks and coastal guns teke & close second placs,
22 anti-shipping sorties flown, only 4 airoraft were able to find.a terget, and this
bel Ferry) quickly fled for the shelter of nearby cliffs before owlr aireraft managed to set it
that enemy shipping in the Adriatic is now prectically non existant, or at least
sea during daylight,
their tarpets and in each case bad weather eonditions were
st s Bﬂ: these h::gad 1:.: t:r:.;y hnmwr "5, attacked at later dates,
was & re or "39" when they took a 1 in the attacks the
ex-Italian liner "Rex" (See Farm 540 - 8th Sept), i X
mammtmmmmwamﬂuws?. bell, who was badly wounded and could
inot be relsased when his aircraft sank after ditching (7.9.44) and /0, Orme, who wes badly woundsd
|in the leg by a rifle bullet (14.9.4.) &nd died later through loss of blood
Imedistely after F/Sgte Cempbell's death we heard that he had been awarded the G.G,M,, and his

Iﬂlﬂt, Ff"&t‘ m‘w& the D,F.M. :
Several new crews and ons new navigator without a pilot have joinsd us, and the end of the month

o
e

ki
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Posted. fo..No.. 40 Squadron,
Fosted to Wo. 14 Squadron,
muéhHiQiﬂ.Aﬁl’sFie.HJ." i

Posted to M. 1L Squadron,
Poated to oL 3 B.P.D.

................... Posted to M. 3 B.P.D.

dp .= BRALed from. Ma. 108 Sgpadron..
Rﬂtea ﬁm mi 1 BoP.Dl
Posted from No. 1 B,P.D. on rejoining Squadron ex

Appointed Acting Squacron Jeader,
Appointed Acting Squadron Ieadsr,
F/0. H.Y. Mebh,.........=... Appointed. Acting Flight Iieutemante . ..o
F/0. A.A. Settle, Appointed Acting Plight Iieutenant,

B/0, CsT, Orme, JFilled in Action LeQebdie .. ...
/S, Campbell, S.3, Misming Believed Rilled 7.9.Lke

T.B. Marshell, - Awarded Mr Efficiency Award,
LD, O D s A e HAE S B

.%o,
F/S. mth. Y. J’t ™
B/s. Camphell, .3,S,..=

g‘lﬁ x 60““1131!‘ H.E., Rockets,
8 %35 Tha, A,P., Rockeis,

64 Practice Rockets on
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